PR oL
[ e J

o ?LGBM" j

Es-Nazi’s Return Revives Painful
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Issue in France

By Michael Dobbs
Washington Post Horelgn Service

- PARIS, Feh. 6—The dramatic return to France
of a tormer Gestapo officer known as the “Butcher
of Lyon” seems set to reopen a painful debate
here over the extent of French cooperation with

Nazi Germany during World War IL. .
After being flown back to France from Bolivia
aboard a French military DC8, Klaus Barbie was
today preparing to defend himself on charges of
“crimes against humanity” involving the killings-
and deportations of thousands of Jews and resis-
tance fighters. He spent his first night in French
custody at the. Montluc Prison in Lyon, which .
served as Gestapo headquarters during the war

and through which many of his victims passed.
«_ French legal experts said that preparations for

Barbie's trial could take many months in view of

the time that has elapsed and the difficulty of
g’:ndmg living :nmssee. 1t is likely to be the most
important trial of & Nazi official since that of SS

Col. Adolf Eichmann, who was kidnaped from .

B grﬁenmlu :y st:\eli agents in 1960 .and returned -
srael where he stood trial and nged in f

Tel Avivio 1962 © @ e bnged.

- The 69-vear-old former Gestapo chief m Lyon !

: hasthcebeen eondmnedtodeethinl"mncgin.
;_’_lgp_._ahsenm for war crimes, but the time for im-

plementing the sentences expired in the-esrly
1970s. Cepital punishment' wes abolished - in

- France in 1981, so the maximum punishment-he. - formed friendships with such men as
" fa_euxs.hfe imprisonment. - .. . . .. (>0 F 0 i-the present Socialist -minister of the
. - Barbie's sudden. deportation: from , Bolivia, . interior, Gaston Defferre. Ope of
.- where he hadflived asnth::ll-conneded:(je'rm_? o ~Pruidenthmeoismm:nd's§u:ty

businessman for more 30 years, waswel- | | gesiures on coming o powes in
comed by all shedes of palitical opinion ipFsznce - 1981 was to pey homage at Moulin's -
and by all organizations of war veterans. 1f &:2lso : tomb-in the Pantheon in Paris. .
- beittg hailed a5 a major diplomatic:€itimph ' It pow seems clear that- Barbie's -
. achieved by a Socialist government thaf Yebet & * expulsion from La Piz was the result .
| - crucial test of public opinion in regional gedions . of several weeks' careful planning by :
pegtmonth. - ... T the French and Bolivian govern--
o o e e e e B ' ments. His original arrest on Jan: 25

. hours of mourning and struge}

:2.In & statement, Prime Minister
~Pierre Mauroy said that the French
“government had not been motivated
“by & epirit of vengeance in seeking
:Barbie's deportation. “It simply had
* 2 double concern: to allow justice o
~be done and to be faithful to the
€ Coo
" of those on account of whom France
-gaved its honot.” -

o:The Barbie affair could have
“mixed political implications na

- éountry whose record in World War
Y0 is still 2 sensitive issue. Nearly 40 '
) later, accusations of collabo- -

*rdtion with the Germans-are still

"+ common political currency..

wOne of the principal charges
” ggainst Barbie is that he was respon-
" aible for the <death from torture In

;lmomeMmﬂi:},theﬁrsﬂead.er ,

“of the French resistance. Moulin,
-who is regarded as a national bero in
France, is believed to have been be-

ioughttohydaimtotheMoulin

de Gaulle with the task of uniting
the disparate resistance groups, and

" on & fraud charge was evidently &'

* ruse and a way of prepering Bolivian
, public opinion for his expulsion.

,‘,mwtheNazisk‘ryafel}owre-.

lpmary. He was parachuted into
. ‘France on the orders of Gen. Charles

., SS officers active in East Germany.

- "American occupation

Barbie, who became a Bolivian
citizen in 1957 under the assumed
name of Klaus Altmann, enjoyed

_good relations with successive mil-

itary governments in La Paz. Several
requests by France for his extradi-

 tion were rejected—but the political

climate in Bolivia changed drama-
tically ‘when 2 civilian government
came to power in October.

West Germany had also sough
Barbie's extradition. ;

Barbie's return to face trial in the
city he is alleged to have terrorized
would not have been poesible with-
out the painstaking work of Beate
and Serge Kiarsfeld, who tracked
him down to South Americs in 197L
" The. Klarsfelds have accumulated

_evidence that they say shows Barbie
“was a major war criminal. He is ssid
't have been Tesponsible

for more
than 4,000 murders, 7,500 deporta-

‘tions and 15,000 arrests. Many of the

Jewish deportees died at Auschwitz
and other concentration camps. .
Barbie, who was interrogated for
the first time last night by French:
justice officials, has formally denied
the charges. . . o
Barbie’s trial could shed light on
allegations that the US. suthorities
belped .protected Barbie after the
‘war in return for information about

Serge Klarsfeld, who will represent
mnyof-thevicﬁmatthetﬁlhnid
Barbie worked for. g_.ﬁme.f_or__the_'

 Klarsfeld's claim thst the US.
authorities granted Barbie effective’
immunity was supported by.a man

tho s2id he was a.fomul].s. coun-

terintelligence officer. In an inter-
view with NBC News in New York,
Erhard Dabringhaus, who is now a’
professor at Wayne State University
“in Detroit, ssid Barbie was a paid
.informant of the American govern-
“ment in 1948, . »
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